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Thank you to our Sponsors

We look forward to seeing you in Washington, DC on September 29-30!
Please refer to our FAQ for more information and reach out to policy@ndsccenter.org
with any questions.



https://ndsccenter.org/policy/ndsc-down-syndrome-policy-summit/policy-summit-information.html

SUMMIT AT A GLANCE

When: September 29 - 30, 2026
Where: Omni Shoreham Hotel and Capitol Hill in Washington, DC

Hotel Information:
o Name: Omni Shoreham Hotel

Hotel Website: Click here
Reserve Your Hotel Room: Click here
Parking: Discounted NDSC rates are $30/day or $50 overnight. Mention the NDSC Policy
Summit when using valet. Metro or rideshare is encouraged.
Wi-Fi: Free Wi-Fi is available in the event spaces.
Address: 2500 Calvert St NW, Washington, DC 20008
Contact Information: (202) 234-0700

Weather & Packing Tips:
o DC weather in late September can vary from very warm to chilly.
o Bring comfortable walking shoes
o Layers for air-conditioned buildings
o Umbrella or rain jacket in case of rain

Dress Code:
» Day 1l: Business casual
o Day 2: Professional

Morning Morning
o Breakfast (provided) e Head to Capitol Hill
e Advocacy Training o Congressional Breakfast
Afternoon Reception with Members of
o Lunch (provided) Congress
e Policy Breakouts o Meetings with Elected Officials
o Hill Day Logistics Afternoon
o State/Group Planning e Lunch (on your own)
Evening o Meetings with Elected Officials
e Reception
o Dinner (on your own)



https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/washington-dc-shoreham
https://bookings.omnihotels.com/event/washington-dc-shoreham/ndsc-fall-2026-down-syndrome-policy-summit

DAY 1: AGENDA

TUESDAY

7:30 AM - 8:30 AM

e Foundations Breakouts: Explains the basics in plain, easy-to-understand language.

No prior policy knowledge is needed.

want a deeper understanding.
*Breaks will be built into your schedule

AGENDA

Registration & Networking Breakfast

e Deep Dive Breakouts: Explores policy details, current proposals, challenges, and
advocacy strategies. Designed for participants who have some familiarity and

ROOM

Blue Pre-Function
Ballroom

8:30 AM - 8:45 AM

Welcome & Summit Kickoff
From Personal Stories to Policy Change: Why We're Here

Blue Ballroom

8:45 AM - 9:45 AM

Storytelling for Advocacy
Your Story is the Strategy: Making it Stick with Decision-Makers

Blue Ballroom

9:45 AM - 10:15 AM

The Big Asks
What We're Taking to Capitol Hill

Blue Ballroom

10:30 AM - 11:15 AM

The Hill Perspective
What Hill Staff Really Think: What Makes Advocacy Successful

Blue Ballroom

11:15 AM - 11:45 AM

Hill Meeting Skit
Back on Track: Lessons from a Hill Meeting Gone Wrong

Blue Ballroom

11:45 AM - 12:45 PM

Lunch

Blue Ballroom

12:45 PM - 1115 PM

Keynote Address

Presented by Julie Hocker, U.S Assistant Secretary of Labor for Disability
Employment Policy

The Future of Competitive Integrated Employment

Blue Ballroom

Policy Breakout #1 Employment: Foundations:
e Foundations: Working in the Community: Why Jobs Matter and What Blue Ballroom
1:30 PM - 2:15 PM Needs to Change Deep Dive:
e Deep Dive: Ending Subminimum Wage & Advancing CIE: Policy, Hampton
Systems, and Strategy Ballroom
. . . . Foundations:
Policy Breakout #2 SSI and Financial Security
. . . . . . Blue Ballroom
e Foundations: Understanding SSI: Saving, Working, and Keeping Benefits .
2:30 PM - 3:15 PM . .. .. .. . Deep Dive:
e Deep Dive: Modernizing SSI: Asset Limits, Income Limits, and Policy
Hampton
Reform
Ballroom

3:20 PM - 4:00 PM

Hill Day Logistics
Preparing for Capitol Hill: Logistics and Expectations

Blue Ballroom

4:00 PM - 4:45 PM

State Group Planning and Practice

Blue Ballroom

5:30 PM - 6:30 PM

Evening Reception

Blue Terrace

6:30 PM

Dinner (See page 8 for local recommendations)

On Your Own




DAY 2: AGENDA & LOGISTICS

WEDNESDAY AGENDA ROOM

Russell Senate Office
Congressional Breakfast Reception Building

Sponsored by: Microsoft SR-325, The Kennedy
Caucus Room

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM | Congressional Meetings Capitol Hill

Luggage Storage:
e Available at the hotel front desk

Congressional Breakfast Reception:
Sponsored by: Microsoft
o Enter at 2 Constitution Ave NE, Washington, DC 20002
e Menu: Light continental breakfast
o Please note: Attendees should prioritize meetings over the Congressional Breakfast

HOTEL MAP
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LOCAL TRAVEL

Getting to the Omni Hotel, Capitol Hill, and around Washington, DC

Transportation

o Summit attendees are responsible for their own transportation. NDSC will provide
instructions on how best to get to Capitol Hill from the Omni.

» Transportation options to both the hotel and Capitol Hill include Uber, Lyft, or traditional
taxi. Additionally, the WMATA offers bus and train options at an affordable cost. For your
convenience, please see a map of the metro (train) system on page 7.

e You can buy a Smart Trip card at any WMATA Metro Station. You can also download the
WMATA app for an electronic version of your metro card. More information here.

Airports & Stations
» Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport (DCA)
o Washington Dulles International Airport (IAD)
» Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI)

Train:

o Closest Station to Capitol Hill Senate Side: Union Station

o Closest Station to Capitol Hill House Side: Capitol South

o Closest Station to the Omni Shoreham Hotel: Woodley Park Zoo/Adams Morgan
For additional information, please visit Washington.org to view their DC Airport Guide.

Resources
WMATA Trip Planner
DC Airport Guide
Amtrak Train Travel Guide
Things todo in DC
Smithsonian Museums & Zoo
DC Theater & Performing Arts



https://www.wmata.com/pay/smart-trip.html
https://washington.org/dc-guide-to/washington-dc-airports
https://www.wmata.com/
https://washington.org/dc-guide-to/washington-dc-airports
https://amtrakguide.com/directions/amtrak-to-washington-dc/
https://washington.org/things-do-washington-dc?msclkid=e7cc450d41cd1d4f77a82ca5184a6b95&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=MI%20Destination%20DC%20Search%20Brand&utm_term=must%20see%20in%20dc&utm_content=Attractions%20%26%20Things%20to%20Do
https://www.si.edu/visit/museums
https://washington.org/theater-performing-arts-washington-dc?msclkid=6c7c6239abe61bd2f6760b976e8dc518&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=MI%20Destination%20DC%20Search%20Brand&utm_term=performing%20arts%20washington%20dc&utm_content=Theater%20%2B%20Performing%20Arts
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LOCAL RESTAURANTS *DoorDash or other food delivery services are available

**All times are in driving distance

Sfoglina Van Ness 10 mins | 1.8 mi
Swahili Village 8 mins | 1.6 mi
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