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December 15, 2008

Mr. Lorne Michaels

Saturday Night Live

30 Rockefeller Plaza, Studio 8H

New York, NY 10112 


Dear Mr. Michaels,

We are writing to you on behalf of the National Down Syndrome Society and National Down Syndrome Congress to express our concern with a recent skit on “Saturday Night Live” that aired on Saturday, December 13, 2008.   In this skit, one of the characters made derogatory remarks about people with intellectual disabilities, and inappropriately used the word ‘retarded’. 

Approximately 400,000 people in the United States have Down syndrome, which is caused by a third copy of chromosome 21. Individuals with Down syndrome and other intellectual disabilities work very hard – harder than most people – to learn how to read, write, play musical instruments, participate in sports, live independently, and become valuable members of their communities.  They deserve to be respected and celebrated for their success and achievements, and not to have their clinical diagnosis used as a punch-line.  More often than not, these individuals are underestimated their whole lives by people who focus on their disability, rather than their abilities.  
When people with Down syndrome are referenced in this way, it sustains and perpetuates these low expectations and negative stereotypes, and further impedes the acceptance of people with disabilities in schools, the workplace, and the community. Negative and inaccurate public perceptions are the greatest barriers the National Down Syndrome Society and the National Down Syndrome Congress face in achieving acceptance and inclusion of people with Down syndrome. 

We once again request that you consider issuing a policy that would prohibit and prevent the airing of programming with comments using the word ‘retarded’.  We invite you to produce programming that tells the true story about people with Down syndrome and other intellectual disabilities, and help us break down stereotypes and educate the public.  

We look forward to receiving your response. 

Sincerely,

Sarah Schleider




David Tolleson
VP of Marketing and Communication

Executive Director
National Down Syndrome Society
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